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IV Semester M.A. Degree (CBSS – Reg./Supple./Imp.)  
Examination, April 2023 

(2019 Admission Onwards) 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 

ENG 4C 15 : Comprehension

Time : 3 Hours  Max. Marks : 80 

       Instruction :  Answer all questions.

I. Answer the following choosing the correct answer from the options given :

 1) First printed English Bible was produced by

 a) Tyndale   b) Caxton

 c) Roger Aschan   d) None

 2) Which character is presented as gap-toothed in Canterbury Tales ?

 a) Cook   b) Wife of Bath

 c) Pardoner   d) Knight

 3) Who is known as the father of Ethnolinguistics ?

 a) Noam Chomsky   b) Edward Sapir

 4) When did Bacon publish his essays ?

 a) 1590   b) 1597

 c) 1502   d) 1607

 5) ‘Nunnery Scene’ appears in which Act of Hamlet ?

 a) Act Three   b) Act One

 c) Act Four   d) Act Two
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 6) Who considers ‘Poetry to be mother of all lies” ?

 a) Aristotle   b) Sidney

 c) Plato   d) Longinus

 7) Who is the greatest practitioner of historical novels in English ?

 a) Henry Fielding   b) Walter Scott

 c) Dickens   d) Thomas Hardy

 8) “I cannot rest from travel; I will drink life to lees”. The poetic lines appear in

 a) The Lotus Eaters   b) The Lady of Shalott

 c) Tithonus   d) Ulysses

 9) Olaudah Equiano who is known for Slave Narratives was born in _________

 a) China b) India c) Africa d) London

 10) Who is the author of the statement “A Prophet is a Seer, not an Arbitrary 

Dictator” ?

 a) Shelly   b) Keats

 c) Coleridge   d) Blake

 a) Joseph Andrews   b) Tom Jones

 c) Pamela   d) Shamela

 12) Christopher Marlowe’s Dr. Faustus

 a) 1601 b) 1612 c) 1604 d) 1610

 13) According to Francis Bacon, History makes men wise, poetry witty; 

mathematics ________

 a) Precise   b) Subtle

 c) Moral   d) Grave

 14) According to Shelly, who is the hero of Paradise Lost ?

 a) God   b) Adam

 c) Eve   d) Satan
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 15) A Villanelle is a poem of ___________ lines.

 a) 19 b) 18 c) 16 d) 17

 16) Who is the narrator of Huckleburry Finn ? 

 a) Jim b) Tom c) Huck d) None of the above

 17) Thomas Mann’s Transposed Head was the source for Girish Karnad’s play 

titled ___________

 a) Nagamandala   b) Hayavadana

 c) Yayati   d) Tuqhlaq

 18) ‘A Far Cry from Africa’ is poem written by 

 a) David Diop   b) Al Purdy

 c) Derek Walcott   d) Leopard Senghor

 a) Philip Larkin   b) Seamus Heaney

 c) Wilfred Owen   d) Dylan Thomas

 20) The characters Ben and Gus appear in which of the Pinter’s plays ?

 a) The Home Coming  b) The Dumb Waiter

 c) The Birthday Party  d) Caretaker

 21) Which pilgrim in ‘The Canterbury Tales’ was sincere, poor and spent all 

money on books ?

 a) Paron   b) The Clerk

 c) Knight   d) Square

 22) The poem Troilus and Criseyde was based on the wok of _________

 a) Boccaccio   b) Dante

 c) Petrarch   d) Barbour

 a) I. A. Richards   b) F. R. Leavis

 c) Dr. Johnson   d) T. S. Eliot



 24) In ‘The Rape of the Lock’, Pope repeatedly compares to _______

 a) The moon   b) The sun

 c) The star   d) The Rose

 25) Dr. Johnson’s Dictionary of English Language was published in the year 

__________

 a) 1710 b) 1755 c) 1756 d) 1759

 26) The phrase “Willing suspension of disbelief” occurs in

 a) Poetics   b) Defence of Poetry

 c) Preface to Lyrical Ballads d) Biographia Literaria

 27) Coleridge’s ‘The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’ is a poem in __________ parts.

 a) 8 parts b) 7 parts c) 6 parts d) 9 parts

 28) Eliot’s ‘The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock’ is a __________

 a) Ode   b) Lyric

 c) Epic   d) Dramatic Monologue

 29) Who was the miglior fabbro to whom the ‘The Wasteland’ was dedicated to ?

 a) Samuel Beckett   b) Virginia Woolf 

 c) Ezra Pound   d) Martin Esslin

 30) Who was called ‘the Shakespeare of the Divine’ ?

 a) Robert Burton   b) Thomas Fuller

 c) Richard Baxter   d) Jeremy Taylor

 31) Samuel Pepys kept his popular Diaries from __________

 a) 1660 – 1669   b) 1649 – 1660

 c) 1662 – 1689   d) 1660 – 1689

 32) ‘The Guardian’ was written by Richard Steele with the help of __________

 a) Goldsmith   b) Addison

 c) Pope   d) Swift

K23P 0126 -4- *K23P0126*



 33) Whose autobiography is titled as Out of the Place published in 1999  ?

 c) Derrida   d) Edward Said

 34) Helen Cixous researched extensively on the works of _____

 a) D. H. Lawrence   b) James Joyce

 c) Baudelaire   d) Sigmund Freud

 35) The term ‘Strategic Essentialism’ was coined by

 a) Edward Said   b) Homi Bhabha

 c) Stephen Greenblatt d) Gayatri Spivak

 36) Who considers Longinus as ‘the First Romantic Critic of literature’ ?

 a) A. C. Bradley   b) Abercrombie

 c) T. S. Eliot   d) Scott James

 37) Who introduced the term ‘Esemplastic imagination ‘ ?

 a) Wordsworth   b) Coleridge

 c) Shelly   d) Byron

 38) According to Eliot, “Poetry is not a turning loose of emotion, but an escape 

from . . . .”.

 a) Feeling   b) Emotion

 c) Fancy   d) Reality

 39) Who said “Language is primarily an auditory system of symbols” ?

 c) Chomsky   d) Frantz Boas

 40) Half a Lifetime is the autobiography of __________

 a) Anne Sexton   b) Judith Wright

 c) Bell Hooks   d) Caryl Churchill

  (1×40=40)
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II. Answer the following in a word or phrase :

 41) Which is the longest tale in Canterbury Tales ?

 42) Who is the narrator in Conrad’s Heart of Darkness ?

 43) The old English poem Beowulf was written in ________ dialect.

 44) Edmund Spenser introduced Spenserian stanza. It consists of ________ 

lines.

 45) Thomas Moor’s Utopia was translated into English by ________

 46) James Joyce’s Ulysses traces one day in the life of Leopold Bloom. The 

date is ___________

 47) The Post modern thinker associated with the statement ‘Incredulity towards 

Metanarratives’ is ________

 48) The poetic expression ‘ceremony of innocence’ appears in W. B. Yeats’ 

poem titled __________

 49) What is the subtitle of the play Murder in the Cathedral ?

 50) Which play of Oscar Wilde is called ‘A pure verbal opera’ ?

 51) Which play of G. B. Shaw is called ‘A Comedy and Philosophy’ ?

 52) Who commented ‘A tiger doesn’t proclaim his tigritude’ ?

 53) The term ‘problem play’ was introduced by __________

 54) Who called Arnold’s ‘The Study of ‘Poetry’ a classic in English literature ?

 55) Which theatre critic calls Pinter’s works ‘Comedy of Menace’ ?

 56) Margaret Atwood’s Handmaid’s Tale is a futuristic dystopian novel set  

in _______

 57) “I speak three languages. : Write in two, dream in one” – in which poem of 

 58) The term ‘Epistemic violence’ was coined by _____

 59) Who is known as ‘ the Bard of Democracy in American literature’ ?

 60) Who is the author of the work Imagined Communities ?
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 61) Amitav Ghosh bagged Sahitya Academy Award for his novel in 1988. Name 

the novel.

 62) Who authored the book Seven Types of Ambiguity ?

 63) What is the earlier title of James Joyce’s A Portrait of the Artist as Young 

Man ?

 64) Who introduced I. C. Analysis ?

 65) Who coined the term ‘Pathetic fallacy’ ?

 66) ‘Out of our quarrel with ourself, we create poetry’ - Whose comment ?

 67) Who called Chaucer ‘Father of English poetry’ ?

 68) First folio of Shakespeare’s plays were published in ____________

 69) Who is the author of the book The Romantic Imagination ?

 70) ‘Poetics of Culture’ is term associated with ____________

 71) Seamus Heaney received Nobel Prize for literature in the year _________

 72) Which character makes the comment that ‘ People are bloody ignorant 

apes in Waiting for Godot ?

 73) What is the subtitle of Marry Shelly’s novel Frankenstein ?

 74) Saussure’s A Course in General Linguistics was published in French in 

__________

 75) To which literary group Virginia Woolf did belong ?

 76) What is the refrain of Prothalamion ?

 77) The poet who practised ‘Sprung Rhythm’ in English ?

 78) The title ‘A Game of Chess’ in The Wasteland is borrowed from ?

 79) The study of the historical evolution of the meaning of words is known as 

____________

 80) Actual manifestation of language in individual speech is called ________

(1×40=40)

______________
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eng4c13 – Women’s Writing

Time : 3 Hours	 Max. Marks : 80

I.	 Write an essay of 350 words on one of the following :

	 1)	 Trace the history of Women’s Writing in India.

	 2)	 Discuss the systematic neglect of women’s experience in the traditional 
literary canon and the emergence of feminist alternatives.	 (1�10=10)

II.	 Write an essay of 350 words on one of the following :

	 3)	 Examine the theme of Racial Segregation in I Know Why the Caged Bird 
Sings.

	 4)	 Discuss how body functions as a dystopic symbol of power, authority, and 
control in The Handmaid’s Tale.	 (1�10=10)

III.	Write an essay of 350 words on one of the following :

	 5)	 Discuss how Butler’s notion of gender performativity.

	 6)	 How does Elain Showalter discuss women’s literary tradition in “A Literature 
of their Own”?	 (1�10=10)

IV.	 Write an essay of 350 words on one of the following :

	 7)	 Examine the significance of the play Votes for Women in the Suffrage 
movement.

	 8)	 How does Maria Irene give expression to the overpowering issues of female 
self-directed oppression in Fefu and her Friends ?	 (1�10=10)

P.T.O.



V.	 Annotate any four of the following :

	 9)	 All men other than Chennamallikarjuna

Are faces to be shunned, see, brother.

	 10)	 I speak three languages, write in

Two, dream in one

	 11)	 We come to hell through a big mouth.

	 12)	 He has vanished whence he came, my nimble enemy;

	 13)	 Man is evil,

I say aloud.

Man is a flower

That should be burnt;

I say aloud

	 14)	 He did not beat me

But my sad woman-body felt so beaten.	 (4�5=20)

VI.	 Write a paragraph each on any four of the following :

	 15)	 Juxtaposition of love and death in “The Company of Lovers”.

	 16)	 Retelling of the fairy tale in “Briar Rose”

	 17)	 Sappho’s thoughts on the institution of marriage.

	 18)	 Gynocriticism

	 19)	 Phallocentrism

	 20)	 Judith Butler.	 (4�5=20)

_______________________
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	 I.	Write an essay of 350 words on one of the following :

	 1)	 ‘Postcolonial studies are preoccupied with the issues of Hybridity, Creolization, 
Inbetweenness, Diaspora, Liminality with mobility’ – Discuss.

	 2)	 Aesthetics of subversion and reclamation in Postcolonial writings.	 (1×10=10)

	 II.	Write an essay of 350 words on one of the following :

	 3)	 What are the key points of Fanon’s Anti-Colonial theory in the essay ‘On 
National Culture’ ?

	 4)	 Consider Henry Louis idea of ‘Race’ as a meaningful category in 	
Postcolonial literature.	 (1×10=10)

	 III.	Write an essay of 350 words on one of the following :

	 5)	 Comment on the theme of Colonialism and Nigerian politics in the fiction 
Half of a Yellow Sun.

	 6)	 Consider Wide Sargasso Sea as a subversive rewriting of Emily Bronte’s 	
Jane Eyre.	 (1×10=10)

	 IV.	Write an essay of 350 words on one of the following :

	 7)	 Aime Caesaire’s Postcolonial analysis of Shakespeare’s Tempest.

	 8)	 Portrayal of Elesin’ s character in Death and King’s Horse Man.	 (1×10=10)

P.T.O.
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V.	Annotate any four of the following :

	 9)	 That is your Africa

		  Springing up anew

		  Springing up patiently

		  Obstinately .... the bitter

		  Taste of liberty

	 10)	 Where are your monuments ? your battles

		  Where is your tribal memory ? Sirs

		  In that grey vault.The sea. The sea

		  Has locked them up. The sea is History

	 11)	 Black tribe, yellow tribe, red white or brown

		  From where the sun jumps upto where it goes down

		  Herrs and pukka- sahibs demoiselles and squawas

		  All one family, so why to make wars ?

	 12)	 When he makes love to the young girl

		  What does the middle aged

		  Long married

		  Man say to himself and the girl

	 13)	 Naked woman, black

		  Woman

		  I sing your passing

	 	 Beauty and fix it foil

		  Eternity

		  Before jealous fate

		  Reduces you to ashes to

		  Nourish the roots of life



	 14)	 First I blamed the white man

		  Then I blamed my gods for

		  Deserting me. Now I feel

		  Want to blame

		  You for the mystery of

		  The sapping of my will	 (4×5=20)

	VI.	Write a paragraph on any four of the following :

	 15)	 Stylistic features of Faiz Ahammed Faiz poems.

	 16)	 Magic Realism in Midnight’s Children.

	 17)	 How does colonization affect language and literature according to Thingo ?

	 18)	 Character sketch of Olanna in Half of a Yellow Sun.

	 19)	 Marguerite Dura’s India Song as an experimental play.

	 20)	 Oyewumi’s concept of Gender Disparity.	 (4×5=20)

_________________________
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I. Write an essay of 350 words on one of the following :

 1) Comment on the major theorists of Postcolonial discourse and their 

 contributions.

 2) Critically examine the development and principles of Postcolonialism 

documented in Edward Said’s Orientalism. (1×10=10)

II. Write an essay of 350 words on one of the following :

 3) Elaborate on Frantz Fanon’s views on National Culture as enunciated in the 

essay ‘Reciprocal Bases of National Culture and Fight for Freedom’.

 4) How does Oyeronki Oyewumi prove that gender is a colonial imposition on 

society with a fundamental distortion of culture ? (1×10=10)

III. Write an essay of 350 words on one of the following.

 5) Consider Wide Sargasso Sea as a Postcolonial novel.

 6) Examine A House for Biswas as a Diasporic novel. (1×10=10)

IV. Write an essay of 350 words on one of the following :

 7) Portrayal of Anti-colonial resistance in Aime Cesaire play “A Tempest”.

 8) What are the various themes incorporated in the play Death and the King’s 

Horse man ? (1×10=10)
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V. Annotate any four of the following :

 9) Naked woman, black woman

  I sing your beauty that

  Passes, the form

  Before jealous fate

  turn you to ashes to

  feed the roots of life.

 10) Sir, it is locked in them sea sands

  Out there past the reef’s moiling shelf,

  Stop on these goggles, I will guide you

  There myself.

  Into light and shadow

  The room vanishes and all

  Those others guests

  Who checked out long ago

  Are smiling.

 12) They are not interested in

  Brumby runs

  We don’t hanker after

  Midnight’s suns

  I am for all human kind not

  colour gibes

  I am international and never mind

  Tribes



 13) Africa, tell me Africa

  Is this your back that is unbent

  This back that never breaks under the weight of humiliation

  This back trembling with red scars

 14) Then I slowly realized that your greatest art is the art of survival

  But at least have the humility to let others survive in their own way (4×5=20)

VI. Answer any four of the following :

 15) Henry Louis Gate’s concept of ‘Race’.

 16) Thiongo’s concept of language as instrument of colonialism.

 17)  Symbolism in Wide Sargasso Sea.

 18) Ideology of Rebellion and Resistance in Faiz Ahammad Faiz poems

 19) Woman characters in A House for Biswas.

 20)  Magic as primary theme in Cesaire’s play A Tempest. (4×5=20)

____________
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