


In Collaboration with Kerala State Biodiversity Board and 
with the technical support of Department of Botany and M. S. 
Swaminathan Research Foundation Payyanur college 
Biodiversity Club established a conservation garden 
('Shanthisthal') of Rare Endemic and Threatened flowering plants 
(RET plants) at Payyanur college campus in 1 acre area. Two 
hundred and thirty seven seedlings of 71 species of Rare Endemic 
and Threatened (RET) flowering plants (Angiosperms) of the 
Western Ghats coming in 29 families have been planted and 
conserved in the garden. Dr. P.S. Easa, former Director of Kerala 
Forest Research Institute formally inaugurated the garden as 

st'Johncyvanam' on 21  October, 2016 (in the name of Prof. Johncy 
Jacob, former professor of Department of Zoology, Payyanur 
College) and dedicated to the founders and retired teachers of 
Payyanur College. 

More than 65% of these species are coming under various 
threat categories of IUCN (Nayar, 1997). Among these Vatica 
chinensis, Poeciloneuron pauciflorum, Nothopegia heyneana and 
Aglaia malabarica are 'Critically Endangered' (CR) tree species 
and Syzygium occidentalis, Kunstleria keralensis, Saraca asoca, 
Myristica malabarica and Palaquium bourdillonii listed as 
'Vulnerable' (VU). Nine tree species like Dipterocarpus indicus, 
Hopea parviflora, and Syzygium stocksii are coming under the 
category “Endangered” (E). Humboldtia vahliana Vepris 
bilocularis, Phaeanthus malabaricus and Actinodaphne 
malabarica are coming under the 'Rare' (R) category of IUCN Red 
Data Book. Thirteen plants are coming under the IUCN category 
of 'Locally Rare'. Some of them are Baccaurea courtallensis, 
Cullenia exarillata, Diospyros pruriens, Flacourtia montana, 
Otonephelium stipulaceum, Artocarpus hirsutus, and 
Cinnamomum sulphuratum.  Gluta travancorica, and Sageraea 
laurina are coming under the category of 'Lower Risk' or 'Near 
Threatened'. Mesua thwaitesii is listed under the category “Locally 
Restricted'. Aporosa lindleyana, Elaeocarpus serratus var. 
weibelii, Lagerstroemia microcarpa, Polyalthia fragrans, and 
Radermachera xylocarpa etc. are some of the common endemic 
tree species of the Western Ghats that are conserved in the 
garden.
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SL.
 No Scientific name Local Name Family Status

1. Actinodaphne malabarica 
Balakr. Pattuthalli Lauraceae R

2. Aglaia malabarica Sasisdh. Chuvanna Meliaceae CR
Cheeralam

3. Aporosa lindeleyana Vetti Euphorbiaceae

4. Artocarpus hirsutus Lam. Anjili Moraceae

5. Baccaurea courtallensis
(Wight) Muell. Mootilpazham Euphorbiaceae

6. Calophyllum austroindicum Kosterm. Cholappunna Clusiaceae

7. Cinnamomum malabatrum Karappa Lauraceae

8. Cinnamomum sulphuratum Nees. Kattukaruva Lauraceae

9. Cullenia exarillata Robyns Mullanpali Bombacaceae

10. Cyathocalyx zeylanica 
Champ. ex Hook. f. & Thoms. Kodavazha Annonaceae

11. Dillenia bracteata Wight Kattupunna Dilleniaceae

12. Diospyros paniculata Dalz. Karivella Ebenaceae

13. Diospyros pruriens Dalz. Illakkatta Ebenaceae

14. Dipterocarpus indicus Bedd. Kalpayin Dipterocarpaceae EN

15. Elaeocarpus serratus L. var. 
weibelii Zmarzty Badraksham Elaeocarpaceae

16. Filicium decipens (Wight & Arn.) Thw. Irumbarakki Spaindaceae

17. Flacourtia montana Graham Chalir Flacourtiaceae

18. Gluta travancorica Bedd. Chenkurinji Anacardiaceae LRNT

19. Goniothalamus cardiopetalus Bedd. - Annonaceae

20. Hopea ponga (Bedd.) van Sloot., Eeyakam Dipterocarpaceae EN

21. Hopea parviflora Bedd Irumbakam Dipterocarpaceae EN

22. Hopea racophloea Dyer in Hook. f.     Naduvalipongu Dipterocarpaceae EN

23. Humboldtia brunoniana Kattashokam Caesalpiniaceae

24. Humboldtia vahliana Wight Attuvanchi Caesalpiniaceae R

25. Knema attenuate Chorapayin Myristicaceae

26. Hydnocarpus pentandra
(Buch.-Ham.) Oken Marotti Flacourtiaceae
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27. Lagerstroemia microcarpa Wight Venthekku Lythraceae

28. Mastixia arborea (Wight) Bedd. Vella adambu Cornaceae

29. Mesua thwaitesii Planch. & Triana Nangu Clusiaceae

30. Oroxylum indicum (L.) 
Benth. ex Kurz Palakapayyani Bignoniaceae

31. Otonephelium stipulaceum 
(Bedd.) Radlk. Poripoovam Sapidaceae

32. Palaquium bourdillonii Brandis Pali Sapotaceae VU

33. Pittosporum neelgherrense 
Wight & Arn. Analivegam Pittosporaceae

34. Poeciloneuron pauciflorum Bedd. Pulivayila Clusiaceae CR

35. Polyalthia fragrans (Dalz.) Bedd. Nedunar Annonaceae

36. Pterospermum rubiginosum Heyne. Ellootti Sterculiaceae

37. Radermachera xylocarpa (Roxb.) K. Pambukaimara Bignoniaceae

38. Sageraea laurina Dalz. Kanakaitha Annonaceae LRNT

39. Tabernaemontana heyneana Wall Koonanpala Apocynaceae

40. Terminalia travancorensis Wight 
& Arn. Kattukadukka Combretaceae

41. Turpinia malabarica Gamble Aluknumaram Staphyleaceae

42. Vateria indica Vellapayin

43. Vatica chinensis L. Adakkapayin Dipterocarpaceae CR

44. Vepris bilocularis (Wight & Arn.) Engl. Moothasari Rutaceae R

45. Madhuca bourdillonii (Gamble) 
H.J. Lam. Thandidiyan Sapotaceae EN

46. Syzygium occidentalis (Bourd.) 
Gandhi Attuchamba Myrtaceae VU

47. Syzygium stocksii (Duthie) Gamble Kollinjaval Myrtaceae EN

48. Syzygium mundagam (Bourd.) 
Chithra Kattuchamba Myrtaceae

49. Syzygium cumini L. Njaval Myrtaceae

50. Kingiodendron pinnatum 
(Roxb. ex DC.) Harms Ennapayin Caesalpiniaceae EN

51. Chukrasia tabularis A. Juss. Chuvanna Akil Meliacee

52. Myristica beddomei King Kattujathi Myristicaceae

53. Myristica malabarica Lam. Kattujathi Myristicaceae VU

54. Cynometra beddomei Prain Cherukoori Caesalpiniaceae EN

55. Cynometra travancorica Bedd. Koori Caesalpiniaceae EN
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56. Polyalthia coffeoides L. Nedunar Annonaceae

57. Phaeanthus malabaricus Bedd. Kunukipanal Annonaceae Rare

58. Nothopegia heyneana (Hook. f.) 
Gamble Kattucheru Anacardiaceae CR

59. Saraca asoca (Roxb.) de Wilde Asokam Caesalpiniaceae VU

60. Mimusops elengi L. Elenji Sapotaceae

61. Schleichera oleosa (Lour.) Oken Poovam Sapindaceae

62. Memecylon randerianum SM Koovachekki Melastomataceae

63. Desmos lawii (Hook. f. & Thoms.) 
Safford Annonaceae

64. Bauhinia phoenicea Wight & Arn. Vallimandaram Caesalpiniaceae

65. Beaumontia jerdoniana Wight Swedapushpi Apocynaceae

66. Celastrus paniculatus Willd. Jyothishmrithi Celastraceae

67. Kunstleria keralensis Mohanan Mutharivalli Fabaceae VU

68. Erycibe paniculata Roxb. Erumathali Convolvulaceae

69. Sarcostigma kleinii Wight & Arn. Odal Icacinaceae

70. Derris brevipes (Benth.) Baker Pannivalli Fabaceae

EN_ Endangered; CR_ Critically Endangered; VU_ Vulnerable;
R_ Rare; LRNT_ Lower Risk /Near Threatened.
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